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$1.3 Million Bail for 13 


May Unlock Crime Secrets 


: New York, N. Y.— ^-Thir- 

t e e n underworld chieftains 
were staggered with 1.3 million 
dollars in bail Friday, as au- 
thorities with unconcealed de- 
light sought to pick their brains 
of Cosa Nostra crime secrets. 

Queens Dist. Atty .Nat Hentel 
surri'fnoned the well heeled, 
nattily dressed, unlucky 13 be- 
fore a grand jury to try to 
piece together tiie current line- 
up across the nation of Cosa 
Nostra power. Some of them 
are top figures in the ' crime 
syndicate. 

“New empires have sprung 
up,” Hentel said, “new fami-i 
lies have been created. These 
new fac^ must be brought 
out.” 

The 13 were seized Thursday 
in a New York city police raid 
on a Queens restaurant, where 
they were polishing off a sump- 
tuous feast in a private base- 
ment dining room. An under- 
world informer was said to 
have - tipped off ' authorities to 
the gathering. 

Quiet as Clams 

L “They, were quiet as clams,” 
said one of the detectives on 
he raid. 

Police sources speculated that 
he restaurant conclave was 
leld to redistribute the hold- 
ngs of Gaetano (Three Finger 
Irown) Luchese’s New York 
Zosa Nostra family. He is 66 
and ailing. 

Chief Inspector Sanford Gare- 
lik called it the biggest round- 
up of underworld bigwigs since 
1957, when state police at Ap- 
alachin, N. Y., swooped down 
on 60 hoodlums and their 
friends who had gathered to 
transact crime syndicate busi- 
ness. 

G a r e 1 i k said of the men 
caught in Thursday’s raid on 
the La Stella restaurant in For- 
est Hills: .. 

“All had large amounts of 
cash on them. The least amount 
anyone was carrying was $600. 
Most of it was in $50 and $100 
bills. The men all were ele- 
gantly dressed and wore expen- 
sive jewelry.” , 1 

None was armed, Garelik| 
added. ■ i 

Known Criminals | 

Normally, police detain such 
defendants for brief question- 
ing by charging them with con- 
sorting with known criminals — 
each other. Such a charge has 
little standing in court, and 
bond is usually quickly avail- 


able at a figure of $25,000 or 
less. ■ 

Thi,s time, however,' the un- 
derworld lords, trying to hide 
their faces with hats or coats, 
were taken before State Su- 
preme Court Justice Joseph 'M. 
Conroy, who held them "in 
$100,000 bail each as material 
witnesses to unspecified “ma- 
jor crimes” in' Queens. ■ -V-. 

Hentel said the grand jury 
specifically wants to question 
the men about the Tuesday 
nightride slaying of 350 pound 
Joseph Cannistraci. Hentel 
said the victim “dealt with the 
mob;”- 

The high bail caught lawyers 
for the 13 by surprise and the 
defendants were taken in police 
vans to Manhattan’s civil jail 
where they spent the night. At 
one point, a defense attorney 
protested: ' . 

“These men have been held 
for 12 hours, stripped of their 
clothes, and searched in viola- 
tion of their civil rights.’ 

Fell Into Trap 

Leaders of three of New 
York’s five Cosa Nostra fam- 
ilies fell into the latest police 
trap. 

They were Thomas (Tommy 
Ryan) Eboli, 51, described as 
acting boss of the Cosa Nostra 
family headed by the impris- 
oned “boss of bosses,” Vito 
Genovese; Carlo (Don- Carlo) 
■Gambino, 59, listed as succes- 
sor to the slain Albert Anasta- 
sia; and Joseph Columbo, 45, 
who is supposed to have taken 
over the late Joseph Profaci’s 
Brooklyn mob. 

Michele (Mike) Miranda, 
another of those arrested, -was 
a delegate to the Apalachin con- 
vention nine years ago. He is 
listed as an uhderboss to Eboli. 

|Out of town hoodlums seized 
in the raid included Carlos Mar- 
cello, 56, described in senate 
testimony as Cosa Nostra boss 
in the south, his brother, Jos- 
eph, 42, and two other men de- 
scribed as syndicate lieu- 
tenants, all from New Orleansj 


IaIso arrested was Santo Traf- 
ficante; 51, S3mdicate rackets 
boss in pre-Castro Cuba and 
listed in Senate files as th e 
Cosa Nostra’s top man in Flor- 
ida. I . 



